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Remembering Bill Noriega:
A Legacy of Service Above Self

When Bill Noriega opened Bill's
Prescripion Center on South Parsons
Avenue in 1956, it was the area’s second
pharmacy and only the [8th Brandon
business in operation. There were no
banks and only two restourants in town.

During an interview in the early
90's, Bill recalled that it also was when
doctors made house calls, office visits
were $4. “And I'd fill prescriptions for a
bushel of peppers, or a chicken and
some eggs. We cenainly knew some-
thing aboul commerce; we knew it all
hinged on trust and service,” he said.

“I'd like to think ['ve never refused &
person in need, and thar we've run thas
business under the code my father taught
me: ‘Be honest.” So whenever ['ve pul
my key in my door, 1 haven't considened
how much money | can make, but how
much service | can give.”

For half a century, Bill Noriega oper-
ated his business and lived his life being
true (o his father's code of honor and his
own passion for service above self.

“Bill was a nobleman.”

Among the countless people whose
lives he touched is Bob Mclean, presi-
dent of J.LE. McLean & Sons and chair-
man of Valrico State Bank's board of di-
rectors. He recalls meeting Bill Noriega
in 1956,

“It was immediately evident to me
that he was a man of sterling character
and strong conviction. Over the

yeurs we were able 10 cement a bond h

of nendship which I, at least, value
to the utmost.

“Bill was a nobleman, not by
birth or by wealth, but by his life of
hurmility, grace and generosity.

He was very concemned, as was
Caesar's wife, that he bring no occa-
sion of reproach upon himself, his
family or his associates.

“Although he was a man of firm
convictions, he asserted his views in
a meek and humble manner. He was
a person who approached every situ-
ation with great consideration, begin-
ning with his touchstone, ‘is this the
proper thing to do™

“The accounts of his gencrosity
are legion. You could never do more
for Bill than he did for you. | believe
[ am on the mark when [ say that some
people, who could not pay for medicine,
lived because he provided, without cost,
what was needed at the tme.”

“There's no more like Bill;
they threw away the mold.”

Area resident Jerry Clemons (alked
of the deeds that attest to Mclean's
words. “Bill gave and gave and expected
nothing in retum. When our daughier
was bom back m 1963, money was very
tight.” he explained. “Bill knew about
our situation and he kept us supplied
with all the medicines we needed: wait-
ed until tax return ume for pavment. |
always paid, but he never asked.

“When | mentioned | had a fnend
who was feeling under the weather, he
said, "I've gol a cure for that” Then he
made fresh chicken soup and ook it w
her. His generosity and his love for peo-
ple was from the heart.

“He called me Big Jerry. There's no
more like Hill; they threw away the
makd. I'll always miss him.”

“Bill did no! believe in the
need for monumenls. He
felt that only those who
don't need monuments
deserve them."

Fondly recalling his nature 1o do and
to give without fanfare, long-tine friend
D Bob Greenwell said, “Bill wis a -
vile and very quiet man reganding re-
flections on himsell for others 1o hear
He felt that his actions should speak for
him. If he was handling the responsibili-
ties that should be his 1o the very best of
visibility, he felt that he was earming
self-respect.

“If he was caming his sell-respect,
Bill felt that was the best he could do 10-
ward eaming the respect of others.

*He looked al the bumps in the road
of life not necessanly as unwanted haz-
ards, but 4s opportunities to eam his
sell-respect. Bill did not believe in the

need for monuments. He felt that only
those who don't need monuments de-
serve them.”

“I'd be willing to bet he's given
away as much money as he
ever made in that pharmacy."

Hillsborough County Sherifil David
Cree has known Bill Nonega for a life-
time. “My mother used 1o ke me into
the pharmacy when | was a baby,” he
explained.

“Al every level, Bill was one of the
most generous, giving people 1've ever
mel. He'd hear about tragic cases the
shenff's office was involved in and vol-
unteer (o help. I'd be willing 1o bet he's
given away as much money as he ever
made in that pharmacy.”

Valnco State Bank board member
and rancher Dennis Carlton agrees. “['ve
known Bill since the mud-80°s; he was
always o humble man, helping in the
community with a servant’s heart. We
should all strive o emulate him.”

“Bill was all about service. He
had an unusual instinet for it."

Insurance agency owner Chuck Jen-
nings first met Bill Nonega in 1987, “A
small group of us gathered in a dining
room in Bob McLean's house to discuss
the idea of a community bank,” he re-
calls.

Bil Moriega dispensed medicime
and “wiss advice.”

“From the start, Bill was clearly all
about service. He had an unusual in-
stinct for it which influenced far beyond
the bank’s service mission.

“It's why people who have moved
from the commumity still entrust ther
pharmacy needs to Bill's Prescription
Center. Like the person who lives in
Zephyrhills now but passes 30 or so
pharmacies to get 1o Bill's.

“He had the gift of quiet humility
and a real passion for things that mat-
tered to him. He looked for wavs to 1m-
prove lives then acted on them. When
Bill spoke, you listened very closely,
und you learned”

“His quiet counsel was always
wise."

Fellow bank board member Letoy
English recalls knowing Bill Nonega
“by presence” for 16 vears, and serving
14 of them on the bank board with him.

“No matter what the situation or
place, Bill appeared 1o be just an onds-
nary man. He was reserved and shy;
never oulspoken.

All of us on the boand had input and
when our opinions dilfered, his quiet
counsel was always wise aml we all
petid attention

The camaradene we enpoyed was due
i great measure o Bill's wmperament.”

“His influence will benefit
endless generations.”

“Bill Nonega is the guy who provid-
ed an awesome example followed by o
whole bunch of people today,” said
Doug Holmberg, arca nursery and grove
CWnET.

“He was a positive force for family,
friends, peers, neighbors. Bill encour-
aged people and instilled i them the
need 10 do the same.

“His influence will benefit endless
generations,”

“..0 don't
consider how
much money |
can make, but

how much service
I can give.”

~Justo “Bill" Noriega, Jr.

Among them is Dr. Greg Henderson,
leading ophthalmologist and long-tume
lamuly [nend.

“His caring demeanor helped
me and many others to pursue
careers in medicine.”

Henderson recalls being a young boy
ordenng soft drnks at the soda counter
of Bill's Prescription Center. “Mr Bill”
always ook time 1o patiently repeat in-
structions (o s patrons and listen o
their concerns, he sad.

“His caring demeanor helped me
and many others to pursue careers in
medicine, His influence is priceless and
endless; it will outlive all of us who are
left to remember him."

“His is the legacy a man
wants to leave."

“It"s hard not o be repetitive,” said
Jerry Ball, president and CEO of Valnco
State Bank, “There are so many amazing
tnbutes and articles about Bill Noriega.

“Throughout the 17 years | knew
him, he gave and expected honesty,
honor and loyalty. But service before
sell was his pulpit; he proved his belief
that a person who lived that philosophy
would never fwl in life.

“Bill once explained that his dad
wits nol formally educated, but he was
50 proud of him. He shared memones of
riding with him in his ice delivery truck.
"My [ather taught me a ot about how 1o
be u man,” Bill smd. ‘Be respeciful. Be
punctual. Listen.’

“His 15 the legacy a man wanis o

Fondly known as
“Bils Pills,"” ihe
eriginal pharmacy
was &l the
OS] Cormer

of Bareons

became stale-ol-the-art. “But Bill None-
ga's customer care was always state-of-
the-heart and he spent his life adminis-
tering 1o the needs of others,” said Todd.
“Bill improved and enniched the lives of
many, including mine.”

“Bill is the guy we should all wam
(o measure up to,” sad longtime friend
LeVaughan Amerson. *“The kind of
person you want as a friend. He can be
appropriately judged as one of those rare
breeds of men: a true humanitarian. He
certanly 15 in my book.”

“He found the positive in
every person.”

“Bill was unique; a successful busi-
ness man who was truly canng, gentle
and giving,” said Don Weaver, He has
known Bill personally for more than 30
years and worked with him for 10 ot the
hank where he is its chief loan officer.

“Bill was one of the nicest, kindest
individuals I"ve ever known. In 30 years,
I never heard him speak an ill word of
anyone; he found the positive in every
person and situation.

“Bill lived his unshakable beliel n
service to his fellow man; | regard my
association with him as a treasured gift."

“Just call me Bill."

“l am a Valrnico State Bank employee
but “Just call me Bill'Mr. Noriega al-
ways insisted,” remembers Sandy
Mortellaro.

“I've known him since the bank
opened in 1989 and attended to the
(Noriega) family's banking affairs here.
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leave; he was my mentor. 1§ there were
grades in a life lived, Bill Nonega's
would be 12 out of 107

Among other things, Bill Noriega's
punctuality 15 recalled by Beth Bravis. I
am the youngest in our (Mclean) fanuly
and 1 do regret pot getiing 1o know Mr
Norega until much later. Their memo-
ries of him are so priceless

“But | do treasure the ones ['ve
gathered. especially here at the bank
where I'm in anendance for boand meet-
ngs, I'll remember that “Mr. Bill® was
always punctual, a rellection ol his re-
spect for others. And I'll never forget his
gentle, solt-spoken manner that camou-
flaged soch wisdom. He dudn't speak
often, but gol cveryone's full attention
when he did I'l] always miss his pres-
ence, especially al our boand’s table”

“He was the town’s
philosopher.”

Long-time community leader Carol
Todd remembers walking into the arigi-
nal Bill's Prescription Center like it was
yesterday, T was 1964 and it looked
like a genmine Charles Dickens apothe-
cary; there wus Bill, dispensing medi-
cing and wise advice,

“He was the gentlest soul with the
gift of being able 10 read mio others, |
told him he was the town's philosopher
because he was never without thoughl-
[ul, pearly words of wisdom.™

His pharmacy moved and grew and
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He always made me [eel like a close and
valued friend; the kKindest, gentlest, most
respectiul person ['ve ever known: the
gold standard.”™

“He had a special affection for
race horses.”

“Mr. Nonega and | shared a love for
horses. He had a special affectuon for
race horses and Kepl registered thor-
oughbreds,” revealed Jerry Ball's assis-
tant, Judy Hamblin.

“He jested wath me once that if com-
mon sense and his father's guidance
hadn’t prevailed, he may even have be-
come & jockey! ‘1 had the right weight
and height,” he sard

“He was a pnnce among men. Bill
Nonega walked the walk and left indeli-
ble footprints. | am blessed 1o be among
those who Knew lum,”™

“I do believe that the
entirety, sum and
total of human good-
ness is considerably
diminished by his
passing.”

“When we reflect on Bill Nonega's
life there are no words to put “in a nut-
shell”," said Bob McLean, 1 do believe
that the entirety, sum and total of

human goodness is considerably di-
minished by his passing.”




